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57 ABSTRACT

A portable, hand-held data terminal of modular struc-
ture includes a base module with a keyboard and a
display screen. A data and communications module
may be selected from a number of different data and
communications modules, each having different types
of data communications transceivers, or including in
addition data collection devices, such as shelf label
readers or bar code readers. The base module includes
a microprocessor-controlled data communications and
control interface having a predetermined protocol. To
adapt the various types of data and communications
modules for selection of any one thereof to become
attached to the base module and function therewith,
each of the data and communications modules includes
a microprocessor operable to function as an emulator to
interact with the microprocessor of the base module

- and communicate with the microprocessor of the base

module in accordance with the protocol of the data
communications and control interface of the base mod-
ule.
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